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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
lihoshi et al. (US 6,032,097) in view of Hashimoto (US 6,397,149 B1 ). 

Regarding claims 1 , 4, and 6, lihoshi teaches a drive assist system for a driver's own 
vehicle having a solid object detecting unit (10) for detecting frontal solid objects (col. 5, 
lines 15 - 18 at least) including a first preceding vehicle traveling ahead of said own 
vehicle and a second preceding vehicle traveling ahead of said first preceding vehicle 
(see figs. 4a, 4b, 5, 7a) and a traveling control unit (4) including a constant speed 
traveling control unit for controlling a vehicle speed of said own vehicle so as to travel at 
a constant speed (col. 5, lines 3-4; col. 10, lines 29 - 34 at least) and follow-up traveling 
control unit (4) for establishing said preceding vehicle as a follow-up object and for 
controlling traveling of said own vehicle so as to follow said preceding vehicle (overall, 
col. 5, lines 1 - 21 at least), comprising: means (15/16) for inhibiting (preventing) an 
acceleration of said own vehicle following up said preceding vehicle according to said 
follow-up traveling control unit when a first state is detected where said first preceding 
vehicle undertakes to pass said second preceding vehicle (col. 10, lines 35 - 49; means 
(2) for changing said follow-up object from said first preceding vehicle to said second 
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preceding vehicle when said second state changes to a third state where the speed of 
said first preceding vehicle is larger than that of said second preceding vehicle and 
means (communication module 1) for continuing to establish said preceding vehicle as 
said follow-up object when said second state changes to a fourth state where the speed 
of said preceding vehicle is smaller than that of said second preceding vehicle (col. 10, 
line 50 - col. 11, line 5), judging inter-vehicle distance between two vehicles (col. 2, 
lines 5-29 and 40 - 52 and col. 8, lines 37 - 51 ) except for means for continuing to 
establish said preceding vehicle as said follow-up object until a second state is detected 
where said first preceding vehicle travels in parallel with said second preceding vehicle. 

However, Hashimoto teaches, in the same field of endeavor of a drive assist 
system for a vehicle, the establishment of a preceding vehicle traveling in parallel with a 
second preceding vehicle (see figs. 3 and 1 1 ; col. 5, lines 38 - 49; col. 9, lines 51 - 62; 
and col. 10, lines 53-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modifies lihoshi's teaching by establishing a preceding vehicle 
traveling in parallel with a second preceding as evidenced by Hashimoto in order to 
enhance conducting multiple vehicles processional travel. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 5, lihoshi further teaches discriminatingly recognizing the 
first vehicle and the second vehicle based upon widths of the vehicles and sideways 
movement of the vehicles (col. 5, lines 22 - 33 at least). 

Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
lihoshi ('097) and Hashimoto ('149 B1) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view 
of Kushida et al. (US 6,856,896 B2). 

As discussed above, lihoshi and Hashimoto teaches all of the limitations except 
for raising an alarm and making the preceding vehicle a two-wheel vehicle. 

However, Kushida et al. teaches, in an analogous art of vehicle drive system, 
raising an alarm and making the preceding vehicle a two-wheel vehicle (col. 1 , line 65 - 
col. 2, line 31 and col. 2, lines 3 - 25 at least). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified the teachings of lihoshi and Hashimoto by including raising 
an alarm and making the preceding vehicle a two-wheel vehicle as evidenced by 
Kushida et al. for versatility of the drive assist system. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-W 9-3; F 9-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571 ) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 7 




